Preservation of ecosystem urged
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Ecosystems are essential for human survival and well-being, and if the status-quo persists, the end result would be increasing ecosystem degradation and greater human and other life sufferings, miseries and poverty, were the findings of a one-day workshop held here on Monday.

The experts and participants unanimously urged the need for a strong political will, strengthening of public-private partner​ships and institutional imple​mentation mechanisms to deal with the depleting ecosystems and threats to livelihoods.

The consensus emerged at the national workshop on "Ecosystem services and poverty alleviation in South Asia (ESPASSA): Pakistan situation analysis" jointly organ​ised by Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Sungi Development Foundation and IUCN on Monday.

Dr Shaheen Rafi Khan, Research Fellow, SDPI underlined the need for policy, institutional and pro​grammatic interventions focus​ing on forestry reforms, joint management forest committees, strengthening of public-private partnerships and initiatives for protected areas management for the stability and resilience of the ecosystems in Pakistan.

Sharing the preliminary find​ings of his ongoing research un​der the project ‘the ecosystem services and poverty alleviation study in South Asia (ESPASSA)’ he gave a thorough analysis of the situation of Pakistan cover​ing present status of diverse eco​systems and landscapes, human and natural drivers of change in these landscapes, linkages be​tween ecosystems, livelihoods, and poverty, management and governance of these ecosystems, and information gap.

Sohail Malik, country represent​ative, IUCN-Pakistan, urged gov​ernment agencies, civil society or​ganisations and international or​ganisations to work together through converging interests and actions to come up with govern​ance mechanisms, property rights mechanisms, policies, laws and various other instruments for better management of ecosystems and to ensure security of livelihoods.

“Ecosystems are essential for human survival and well-being, and if the status-quo persists, the end result would be increasing ecosystem degradation and greater human and other life sufferings, miseries and poverty” he cautioned. He also stressed the need for more policy research on this subject without which we would not be able to bring con​vergence in our policies and actions, he believed.

Dr Bashir Vani, Inspector-Gen​eral forests, presiding over the session on ecosystem management, poverty alleviation, and public policy process in Pakistan, maintained that climate change was a serious threat to ecosys​tem services and we should give equal attention to all sectors to effectively deal with biodiversity and conservation issues.

